	[image: image1.png]



	Centre for Ecology and Evolution
Research Fund 2010-2011


The CEE is calling for applications to its Research Grants scheme.

The grants are financed through a generous award from the University of London Vice Chancellors' Development fund awarded to the CEE in 2007. The aim of the grant scheme is to foster collaborative research across the CEE's participating institutions. In today's world, the importance of understanding ecology and evolution goes far beyond academic curiosity. With its breadth of membership, the CEE is in a unique position to provide the cross-disciplinary research necessary to make genuine progress in the field. The small grant scheme will contribute to realising potential cross-institutional synergies.

Our aim is to assign several small grants to groups seeking to undertake research that will lead to future collaboration between CEE participating institutes. Grants are expected to be in the order of £5,000. Applications should demonstrate novel collaborations between scientists from at least two CEE member organizations (Colleges and Institutes). Funding is intended as seed money for larger grant applications by the same partners to external funding sources such as a Research Council or major charitable trust. 

The Fund is administered by the CEE Steering Committee under the chairmanship of Dr Max Reuter and Dr Sandra Knapp. Applications will be assessed by the Committee, whose membership covers the diverse areas of the CEE’s interests and the different member institutions. Assessment criteria are detailed below. For further details and application forms visit http://www.ceevol.co.uk/; for direct queries e-mail cee@ucl.ac.uk.

· Allowable costs are only those directly associated with the research project, such as travel, consumables and small items of equipment directly attributable to research.
· Salary (employment) costs, including the applicants' own salary or that of fixed-term technicians or research assistants, will NOT be funded.

PhD students, postdoctoral researchers and academic or research staff are all eligible to apply. PhD students should submit their application through their supervisor, and it is important that the application shows how the funding will add value to the PhD project. Applicants should clearly state the ecological/evolutionary question the study will address and should indicate how they intend to follow up the research with an application for larger-scale funding. Successful applicants will be expected to report progress to the CEE Steering Committee by an annual report and a short, post-project seminar to the CEE community. 

The deadline for this round is Friday 26 November 2010, 5PM. Awards will be announced before Christmas. 

Assessment criteria

The members of the CEE Steering Committee will assess grant proposals according to the following criteria:

- New collaboration (or added value to PhD)

- Evidence for balanced collaboration

- Plans for future collaboration and funding clear

- Project worthwhile and well justified

- Provides testable hypotheses

- Hypotheses are testable given project design

- Project has reasonable chance of success

- Right people and infrastructure to undertake the work

- Costs acceptable and reasonable

